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Amund the Americas

House closes its doors for fight

on CIA

By ALFONSO CHARDY .
Herald Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — ‘The House

."'I,.I.S. covert aid .to the estimated

will meet today in an unasual secret -

session to debate a controversial bill
that would end CIA aid to antl San-
dinista :rebels - i
fighting the Ni- .
caraguan gov- :
ernment.

House Speak- &
er Thomas :
O'Neill .,
Mass.) has pre-
dicted a close
vote,  despite
support from
powerful con-
gressi?lrlx{al fig- £
ures e him--- "Aamg..
self and Majori- ONeill
ty Leader James anht (D., Tex.).

The secret session is the third in
four years, all dealing with Nicara-
gua. Today’s coincides with the
fourth anniversary of the Sandinis-
ta revolutionary triumph.

The first secret meeting was held
in 1979 on a request by conserva-
tive Republicans to discuss informa-
tion purportedly proving that the
Sandinistas — then rebels fighting
Nicaraguan President Anastasio So-
moza -~ were receiving weapons
from Cuba.

In 1980, conservatives again
called a secret session in an unsuc-
cessful bid to kil} 2 $75-million Car-
ter Administration aid proposal for
the Sandinista government.

Those secret meetings, however,
were the first since 1830, when the
House convened to hear a secret
communication from President An-
drew Jackson on a trade agreem»nt
with Great Britain. Secret meetings
of the House had been more fre-
quent until then.

Today’s turnabout finds Demo-
crats asking for a secret session as a
means to persuade the House to halt
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8,000 guerrillas fighting along the
Honduran-Nicaraguan border. .
_The authors of the anti-covert aid

~bill — House Intelligence Commit-
tee Chairman Edward Boland (D.,

Mass.) and Foreign Affairs Commit-

‘tee Chairman Clement-Zablocki (D.,

Wis) — will brief their colleagues
during the secret session. President

‘Reagan and CIA Director Wilham

Casey oppose the bill.

The House also is expected to re-
ceive classified information on the
status of the not-so-secret CIA pro-
gram that began .21 months ago as
an arms interdiction operation.
Critics say that its-goals gradually
widened and that now the CIA may

be seeking the military overthrowf

--of the Sandinistas.—-----

Liberal Democrats say they do
not oppose arms interdiction but be-
lieve the CIA violates U.S. law in
seeking to oust a foreign govern-
ment.

The bill, while it would end aid to |

the anti-Sandinista guerrillas of the

Nicaraguan Democratic  Force,
-would ‘create an  $80-million -
“overt” fund to help “friendly

countries” in the region interdict
Sandinista weapons shipments to El
Salvador.

Reagan, Casey, Republican allies
in Congress and some moderate
Democrats, who fear that the Presi-
dent’s policies in Central America
will be undermined, have fashioned
a complicated compromise.

The compromise forces, led in
part by Florida Democrats Dante
Fascell and Dan Mica, had attempt-
ed to modify the Boland-Zablocki
bill. Now they are expected to bring
up their compromise as an amend-
ment.

The compromise would allow
continued CIA funding for the reb-

els unless Nicaragua agrees to cease - er aiding the Salvadoran rebels.

aiding the Salvadoran guerrillas.
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'I'he 2,000-word amendment con-'

tains many trigger mechanisms and
caveats. Critics say it would allow

the Reagan Administration:te-pur-:
sue the covert-program indefinitely.

..Under the plan, CIA funding for
anti-Sandinista _rebels could - con-

" tinue until Oct.:1, the beginning of

the 1984 fiscal year. By then, Rea-
gan would be required to submit to
Congress a new.plan to_interdict
arms moving from Nxcaragna 1o E)
Salvador. -

The Mica-Fascell plan also au-

thorizes Reagan to open-negotia-

tions with Nicaragua.— either di-
rectly or through other countries or
international .organizations. — -to

reach an agreement that terminates.

Sandinista aid to:the Salvadoran,,

tebels. .
Its crucxal portxon says the nom-
promise will not take effect:unless

~Nicaragua agrees to ‘‘cease--all. its
activities involving the furnishing

of arms, personnel, training, com-
mand and control facilities, or logis-
tical support for military or para-
military operanons in” or "against
any country in Central America or
the Caribbean.” .

-Even if the Nicaraguan govern-
ment agreed, covert "action _could
stili continue until the Sandinistas
“reaffirmed the commitments made

. to the Organization of American.

States in July 1979.” The stipula-
tion refers to promises made by
revolutionary leaders to call Nicara-
guan elections “at the earliest possi-
ble date.” .

The compromise also states that
covert activity need not end until
the United States, the OAS and four
key nations in the region — Colom-
bia, Mexico, Panama and Venezuela
— verify that Nicaragua is no long-
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